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Adding a Timecode to an Animation in After Effect - By Kiel Figgins

1. Open After Effects

2. Create new Composition

- Composition > New Composition - (Adjust settings as desired) :: Ctrl+n ::

3. Import Clip/Animation

- File > Import > File... - (select desired clip/animation)

**Note** if your importing a sequence of still images, be sure to check the 'BMP Sequence' (or whatever your format is) at the bottom to 

bring them in as a single clip.

4. Drag you Clip/Animation to the Comp 1 - Timeline

5. Create Timecode Layer

- Layer > New > Solid...  


-Click 'Make Comp Size'


-Set 'Color' (swatch) to Solid Black

6. Add Timecode marker

- Effect > Video > Timecode

- Adjust Display Format to Frame Numbers

- Adjust the text size to something reasonable

**Note** 15 text size on 640x480 works well

- Move around the time code (to say the lower right corner)

7. Invert the Layer

- Effect > Channel > Invert

8. Darken Blend Option that Layer

- Layer > Transfer Mode > Darken

**Note** In other versions of AE, Transfer Mode has other names, such as Blending Options

9. And your Done...

